BATHING WATER QUALITY
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DEFINITION E#

According to EU's Bathing Water Directive (76/160/EEC) "bathing water" means all running or still
fresh waters or parts thereof and sea water, in which: - bathing is explicitly authorized by the competent
authorities of each member State, or - bathing is not prohibited and is traditionally practised by a large
number of bathers.
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EU BATHING WATER DIRECTIVE
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The Evolution of EU BWD
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The first Bathing Water Directive (BWD) was published in 1976. It provides a legal framework to
improve bathing water quality for public health reasons. The purpose of the directive was to let each
Member State take the necessary steps to ensure the national quality of bathing water meets EU standards.

A new BWD published in 2006 continued the efforts by adding a series of specific methods for managing
the quality of bathing water and to make the bathing water quality data more transparent.
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EU's five measures
to improve bathing water
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EU member states need to...
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1. set monitoring calendar %5 254 H A 4. take action against Cyanobacteria proliferation

Identify all bathing waters locations and setting the monitoring ERE/AMERRRA

calendar to examine the bathing water quality before each bathing When cyanobacterial proliferation occurs and health risk
season. f& & A 7K BRI 7 ith B A0 &858 2 H HA has been identified or presumed, adequate management
measures shall be taken immediately to prevent exposure,
including information to the public. EE#AEIZE N IEER
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To ensure that sets of bathing water quality data are compiled 6 BAF, 2

2. assess the quality of bathing water ;& it 7K & 51 &

through the monitoring of the parameters set out in BWD
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5. encourage public participation and inform

the public SEI A MSE - MEFREMNEBE
3. classify the quality status of bathing water 47K 73 4§

Based on the bathing water quality assessment, EU Member

States shall classify bathing water into four levels: poor,
sufficient, good, or excellent
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EU's bathing water classification

Excellent bathing Good bathing Sufficient bathing = Poor bathing .
* * * water quality * * water quality * water quality water quality Advice
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Source: Bathing Water Directive, 2006



EU BATHING WATER QUALITY
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Over 85% of European bathing sites
rated as excellent for water quality
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Overall EU Bathing Water Quality 2258258 /KmE
In 2018, over 85% of bathing water

sites across Europe monitored met

o)
°
<
~

Il
i

the European Union's highest

‘excellent’ and most stringent

quality  standards for  water
cleanliness, according to the annual
European bathing water quality
report.

RIE2018 & BUMAKESHE -
EFERIRAKIZFRS - Ait8#E85%
LA KRR ZESR RN SR KB RE
WS "BF" KESIEE -

1ekeB Scan QR code for more EU Bathing

1}5 Water Quality information
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EU Member States' Bathing Water Quality in 2018
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% of bathing waters Bathing water sitesin Cv'prus
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Source: EEA Report, European Bathing Water Quality in 2018
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M Quality classification not possible: not enough samples/new bathing waters /bathing waters with changes/closed
W Poor quality
Sufficient quality
Good quality
I Excellent quality

Source:  WISE bathing water quality database (data from annual reports by EU Member States). @




BATHING WATER QUALITY IN

KAOHSIUNG (TAIWAN)
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In Taiwan, the Water Pollution Control Act (2018) is the legal framnework “to control water pollution and
ensure the cleanliness of water resources in order to maintain ecological systems, enhance the living
environment and advance public health”.
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Cijin Peninsula is a sandy islet located west of Kaohsiung's port. It is about 11 km long from north to south
and it is the most popular bathing water site in Kaohsiung.
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Cijin Bathing Water Quality }J&&;8/K5E
(2015-2018)
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: Escherichia coliform

égﬁ A type of bacteria that usually lives in human

§_ intestines. It can cause diarrhea when swallowing

¢ 90 polluted water during swimming.
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0 Enterococcus

2015 2016 2017 2018 A bacterium causing a variety of infections, most

common are urinary tract infections.
According to the chart, bacteria levels of
Cijin bathing water increased significantly IS TR B B
between 2015 and 2017, worsening the EIRE S —iEAE . T2 iEE
bathing water quality. In 2018, bacteria SRR el Sh
levels dropped drastically and water
quality improved again.
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Scan QR code for information from Taiwan EPA!
a1 QR Code - EHARTTESIRGFEE -
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Please help to design

Bathing Water Quality Symbols for Taiwan!
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Example from the EU X 25 R =E 51 -

Excellent bathing * * Good bathing Sufficient bathing o Poor bathing .
water quality water quality water quality water quality Advice
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Made by Yeh Wan-en (E%28) and Lu Kai-hsin (E#&3£) within the framework
of the Jean Monnet Module on « EU & Environmental health : Policy,
Achievements and main Challenges» (Wenzao Ursuline University of
Languages, Kaohsiung, Taiwan).
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